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This is the eighth in a series of papers dealing with Anatolian (Hittite) etymology. As 
in the previous papers, I will be using the glottalic model of Proto-Indo-European 
consonantism (more accurately, Proto-Indo-Anatolian consonantism — for details, cf. 
Bomhard 2024) followed, in parentheses, by the traditional reconstruction (on which, cf. 
Byrd 2018). 


According to both Kloekhorst (2008:298) and Tischler (1977— _ .I:167), Hittite 
ha-pu-ri-in (acc. sg.) ‘prepuce, foreskin’ does not have “any reliable IE etymology”. 
Though Puhvel (1984— .3:131—132) thinks that ha-pu-ri-in may plausibly be cognate 
with [fa-]a-pu-u-sa=kan (nom.-acc. sg.), previously translated as ‘penis’, Kloekhorst 
justifiably rejects this proposal, inasmuch as he translates [fa-]a-pu-u-sa=kan as ‘shin- 
bone’ instead of ‘penis’. 

From the very start, I would like to make it clear that I could not find anything in any 
other Indo-European daughter language, including the remaining Anatolian daughter 
languages, even remotely comparable to Hittite fa-pu-ri-in. However, I did find some 
interesting clues, some intriguing possibilities. 

First, the medial single writing of /p/ points to it being voiced, that is, /habur-/. Next, 
if we segment this as /ha-bur-/, the second element /-bur-/ may come from an extremely 
sparsely attested Proto-Indo-Anatolian/Proto-Indo-European root *bur- (*b'ur-) meaning 
(vb.) ‘to cover’, (n.) ‘covering’, as ‘the hood or fold of skin which covers the head of the 
penis’ (definition from The Century Dictionary, vol. III, p. 2,328) and found, for example, 
in the Latin reduplicated form furfur ‘the husks of grain, bran; a scaly infection of the 
skin’, itself without a credible etymology (so De Vaan 2008:252). Here, we can take Latin 
furfur to be a reduplicated derivative of the root *b’ur- just mentioned, that is to say, 
*břur-břur- ‘covering’ > ‘husk’, that is, ‘the external covering of certain fruits or seeds 
of plants’ (definition from The Century Dictionary, vol. IV, p. 2,927). 

That leaves the /ha-/ of /ha-bur-/ unexplained. Here, we can venture a guess that this 
represents the alleged prefix identified by Sturtevant (1933:213; 1942:52; 1951:51 and 
117), which he reconstructs as *ye/o- (that is, *H3e/o-) (see also Tischler 1977— .I:120). 


To recapitulate: Hittite Aa-pu-ri-in (acc. sg.) originally meant ‘the skin covering the 
head of the penis’, that is, ‘prepuce, foreskin’. It is ultimately a derivative of the extremely 
sparsely attested Proto-Indo-Anatolian/Proto-Indo-European root *bur- (*b"ur-) meaning 
(vb.) ‘to cover’, (n.) ‘covering’, which is also found in Latin furfur ‘the husks of grain, 
bran; a scaly infection of the skin’, that is, ‘the external covering of certain fruits or seeds 
of plants’. m 
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